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ABSTRACT

America and European Competition in the Middle East:
Trends and Future
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This study is aboul the "America and European Competition in the
Middle East: Trends and Future”. The important of this paper eminates
from the fact that the subject itself is considered a practical solution to the

equation 'Middle’, "Mediterraneans and that previous studies dealt with

one of them alonc.

Some dealt with the American-Mediterranean relations within the
frame which is called (he Mediterrancan plan’; whereas some cared about
the relations between the countries of the European Union and the
countries of the Middle Last in the so-called ‘Curopean-Medilerranean
companionship’. In addition no single study tried to gather the two sides
of the equation in one mould. They rather talked briefly about the two
plans and didn’t explain their effcets on both sides. Therefore this study
came to bridge this gap.

The thesis started from (wo conflicting stands concerning the
relations between the United States and the Turopean Union with regard
to the Middle East. One is pursuing the Mediterranean companionship;
the other is within the circle building the Middie East. The thesis
infroduced the following question:

Why the aforementioned projects appear in this very time? i.c., why they
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have appeared after the end of the Cold War, and the collapse of the
Capitalist System.

This paper is buill on the following main hypothesis: "the tow
Luropean-American Projects presented perspectively via, the Luropean-
Mediterrancan Companion ship”, and "the Middle East System’ constitute
a rcal competition between the 1wo sides on the Middle East hecause it is
considered important at the cconomic and strategic relations between
them.

Some hypotheses bifurcated from the major one: ‘The first said that
the two projects are considered as some of the zl.;pccls and conligurations
ol the European-American compelition in this arca.

The sccond claimed that the New Regional call is characterized by a
selective trend. This s reflected by the desire ol the western powers that
won a victory in the Cold War o reconstruct their regional systems
throughout the world.

The third is: " the economic dimensions of the two projects serves as
a gate for the New Colonial Domination on the Middle East, rather that a
start of its advancement,

The rescarcher followed the Historic, Analytic and Perspective
approaches. Hence, the study came in Tour chapters viz:

Chapter one dealt with the American-European relations from their
very start to their development during the end of the Second World War
in the seventies, to the period of the nincties. It covered three topics
which are: the American-Luropean relations in the seventies; in the

cightics; and the nineties.
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The second chapter deals with the cquation”the Middle East™ and
"the Mediterrancan”, their signilicance with regard to the concept and the
factors of appearance”. It includes three main subjects. The first deals
with the new regionalism; the sccond with the significations and the
concept of Middle East, the third with the problem of identifying the
notion and the range of the Medilerrancan orientation.

The third chapter is concerned with "the features of (he Guropean-
American compelition on the Middle East”. It consists also of three
topics. The first is the importance of the Middle East for both sides, viz:
the Turopean and the American; the second is the Middle East system: its
bases, goals, results and the attitudes of the Arab countries towards it; the
third is the European-American comopanionship; its causes, nature, goals,
bascs and the attitudes of Arabs towards it.

The fourth chapter deals with "the Future of the European-America
relations in the Middle East" within three topics. The first is about the
current international status, and change in the notion of power: the second
is about the two systems: "the Mediterrancan” and the "Middle East” and
their reflexion on the European-American relations in the light of the
current international status; the (hird deals with the predictable scenarios
ol the European-American relations in the Middle LEast.

The most important conclusions the dissertation arrives at are:

Firstly, the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the cold war
constitute a pivotal role in changing the European-Amecrican relations
from the state of alliance to the state of competition, which indicates that
the exigencies of policy don't restrict themselves to a friendship or

hostility.
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